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metical boast of Lancaster. He calculated: "Each boy
can spell one hundred words in a morning. If one hun-
dred scholars can do that two hundred mornings yearly,
the following will be the total of their efforts at improve-
ment.'7 He then shows that there will be an annual
achievement of two million words spelt. Similarly, in
arithmetic he seems to hold that it is simply a question
of the number of sums done in a given time, and not at
all a matter of principles.

Yet the Lancaster-Bell schools did awaken the con- But it
science of the English nation to the need of general edu-
cation for the poor, and the system emphasized the school
as an organized community for mutual aid.   The societies

afforded a substitute, though a poor one, for national otherwise

obtained.

education in the days before the government was willing
to pay for general education or the denominations were
able to furnish it, and they became the avenues through
which such appropriations as the government did make
were distributed.

Results of Lancasterianism in the United States

In the United States, where complete freedom in
religion obtained, the system of Dr. Bell and the Na-
tional Society found little footing. The monitorial

system in its Lancasterian form, however, was intro- American
duced into New York City in 1806.   The 'Society for
the Establishment of a Free School/ after investigating